The Teignbridge Archaeology Society Risk Assessment Document 


Purpose of this Document
This Risk Assessment is designed for use by the Teignbridge District Archaeological Society (TDAS) in advance of fieldwork activities. It provides a structured framework for identifying, evaluating, and mitigating risks commonly encountered during archaeological excavation, survey, and public engagement in the field. Such assessments are crucial to ensure the safety of volunteers, staff, and members of the public, as well as to comply with UK health and safety legislation.
Fieldwork frequently takes place in uncontrolled environments such as farmland, moorland, and river valleys—locations where natural and man-made hazards can be present. These risks must be clearly understood and addressed to fulfil both ethical and legal obligations, particularly when activities involve members of the public or vulnerable participants such as children or elderly volunteers.
Each hazard listed includes:
· A rationale for its inclusion.
· The nature of the risk in the archaeological context.
· Risk severity and likelihood explanations.
· Preventative or mitigative control measures.

Why a Risk Assessment is Essential for Archaeological Societies
1. Legal Obligation – Under UK law (e.g., Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, Management of Health and Safety Regulations 1999), even voluntary societies must manage risk for public and participant safety.
2. Insurance Compliance – Public liability and trustee indemnity insurers require documented risk assessments before covering fieldwork.
3. Reputational Protection – Incidents damage trust with the public, funders, and partners such as Historic England or the local Historic Environment Record.
4. Volunteer Welfare – Many society members are over 50 or under 18, both of whom are more vulnerable to environmental risks.
5. Duty of Care – Trustees and officers are legally liable for foreseeable harm if risk is not identified or managed.





1. Unexploded Ordnance (UXO)
Risk Level: Likelihood: 1 | Severity: 5 | Risk = 5
Rationale:
Much of the UK has a history of wartime activity, especially training and bombing ranges in rural areas. Though unlikely in most parts of Teignbridge, UXO risk cannot be entirely ruled out.
Hazard Description:
Buried ordnance may be disturbed by excavation or metal detecting, potentially leading to detonation.
Control Measures:
· All finds that resemble ordnance must be left in situ and not touched.
· Cease all work in the area.
· Immediately notify the police (non-emergency or 999 if item poses urgent danger).
· Notify the landowner.
· Comply with UK Ministry of Defence and Health and Safety Executive (HSE) UXO guidance.
· Training on UXO recognition can be given to metal detectorists and excavators.


2. Agricultural Chemicals / Pesticide Exposure
Risk Level: Likelihood: 2 | Severity: 4 | Risk = 8
Rationale:
Recently treated fields may retain chemical residues harmful to skin, respiratory systems, or overall health. Many sites will be in agricultural land.
Hazard Description:
Chemicals may be present in soil, crops, or grass and could cause burns, rashes, breathing problems, or long-term health effects.
Control Measures:
· Liaise with landowners to confirm whether land has been recently treated.
· Avoid sites treated within the last 48 hours or as advised on product label.
· Wear gloves and long-sleeved clothing.
· Provide water and soap for hand-washing.
· Display signage warning of chemical exposure risks.


3. Bacterial or Faecal Contamination (e.g., from animals or water)
Risk Level: Likelihood: 3 | Severity: 5 | Risk = 15
Rationale:
Contact with animal waste, contaminated soil, or stagnant water is common in rural fieldwork.
Hazard Description:
Risk of gastrointestinal or skin infections (e.g., E. coli, Toxoplasmosis, or Leptospirosis).
Control Measures:
· Wear nitrile or rubber gloves at all times.
· Wash hands before eating or drinking.
· Use alcohol sanitiser where water is unavailable.
· All wounds must be covered with waterproof dressings.
· Provide a portable hand-washing station where feasible.

4. Public Recreational Activity (e.g., Shooting, Fishing, Horse Riding)
Risk Level: Likelihood: 2 | Severity: 5 | Risk = 10
Rationale:
Public and private land may be used for recreational purposes that pose a threat (e.g., organised shoots, trail bikes, off-lead dogs).
Hazard Description:
Participants could be at risk of injury from firearms, vehicles, horses, or equipment.
Control Measures:
· Conduct pre-event research (social media, local notices).
· Ask landowners about regular events or clubs using the area.
· Make event signage visible and notify the public of presence.
· If shooting or hunting is occurring, the event must be cancelled or relocated.
· Volunteers must be briefed to vacate if any hazardous activity begins unexpectedly.








5. Farm or Agricultural Vehicle Movement
Risk Level: Likelihood: 2 | Severity: 5 | Risk = 10
Rationale:
Farm machinery operates in the same spaces as many rural digs, often with limited visibility and heavy loads.
Hazard Description:
Collision or crush injuries can result from tractors, slurry spreaders, or livestock transport.
Control Measures:
· Confirm with landowner when and where machinery will be used.
· Volunteers must wear high-visibility clothing if working near such areas.
· Avoid scheduling during peak agricultural activity (e.g., harvest).
· Hard hats to be worn if machinery is operating nearby.
· Keep safe working distance (minimum 10 metres).

6. Rivers, Ponds, Slurry Pits
Risk Level: Likelihood: 2 | Severity: 4 | Risk = 8
Rationale:
Teignbridge includes watercourses and farm features that pose drowning or contamination risk.
Hazard Description:
Slurry pits produce hazardous gases; ponds and rivers can lead to slips, falls, and drowning—especially for children.
Control Measures:
· Avoid water features unless directly relevant to investigation.
· Maintain a 3m exclusion zone from all water bodies.
· Children must be kept under constant adult supervision.
· No work in slurry pits under any circumstances.
· If working near rivers (e.g., paleoenvironmental survey), risk-specific plan and floatation devices must be included.






7. Cuts, Grazes, Tetanus, and Infections
Risk Level: Likelihood: 3 | Severity: 4 | Risk = 12
Rationale:
Frequent tool use, handling sharp objects (metal finds), and environmental exposure increases risk of minor injuries and infection.
Hazard Description:
Minor injuries can become serious without first aid, especially with exposure to rust, faeces, or soil-borne bacteria.
Control Measures:
· All volunteers should have a current tetanus vaccination.
· First aid kits must be on-site with disinfectants and plasters.
· Wear gloves and stout footwear.
· Clean all wounds immediately and cover with waterproof dressings.

8. Structural Hazards (Walls, Loose Stones, Fencing)
Risk Level: Likelihood: 2 | Severity: 3 | Risk = 6
Rationale:
Excavating near abandoned buildings or boundary features can result in collapse or falling debris.
Hazard Description:
Collapse or falling objects can cause head injuries or entrapment.
Control Measures:
· Maintain a 2m exclusion zone from any walls or unstable features.
· Hard hats must be worn if working within proximity to such structures.
· Secure permission from landowners if necessary.









9. Natural Features – Trees, Roots, Rocks, Slopes
Risk Level: Likelihood: 3 | Severity: 3 | Risk = 9
Rationale:
Uneven ground, protruding roots, loose rocks, and steep slopes are common in the varied topography of Teignbridge, including Dartmoor fringes and river valleys.
Hazard Description:
Tripping, spraining, or falling hazards; roots and rocks may also interfere with excavation tools or conceal sharp or loose materials.
Control Measures:
· Conduct a walkover survey before starting work to identify physical hazards.
· Use flags or tape to mark trip hazards.
· Avoid steep or unstable slopes, especially after rain.
· Require sturdy boots with ankle support.
· Ensure volunteers know to report hazards they identify in the field.

10. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) – Lack of or Improper Use
Risk Level: Likelihood: 2 | Severity: 3 | Risk = 6
Rationale:
Many volunteers are unfamiliar with best practice or come unequipped. PPE is often the last line of defence in fieldwork risk management.
Hazard Description:
Lack of gloves, boots, eye protection, or weather-appropriate clothing can lead to avoidable injuries or health issues.
Control Measures:
· Provide a required kit list for participants (gloves, boots, long sleeves).
· Keep a small stock of spare PPE for those who arrive unprepared.
· Brief all participants on PPE expectations before activity starts.
· Supervisors should check visually that PPE is being worn correctly.






11. Inadequate First Aid Provisions
Risk Level: Likelihood: 2 | Severity: 4 | Risk = 8
Rationale:
In rural or isolated locations, emergency services may take time to arrive. Basic incidents can become serious if not treated promptly.
Hazard Description:
Delays in responding to cuts, heat exhaustion, or allergic reactions can increase harm.
Control Measures:
· Ensure at least one qualified first aider is present at all times.
· Keep a fully stocked and clearly labelled first aid kit on site.
· Record incidents in a log and review them after each event.
· Include emergency contact numbers and grid reference in field packs.

12. Heatstroke, Dehydration, Sunburn
Risk Level: Likelihood: 3 | Severity: 4 | Risk = 12
Rationale:
Fieldwork is often conducted in exposed rural locations, sometimes for long hours. Teignbridge’s moorland and open farmland increase exposure.
Hazard Description:
Without adequate hydration and shade, participants risk overheating or sun-related illness.
Control Measures:
· Encourage regular breaks and fluid intake.
· Require hats and sunscreen; supply extras on site.
· Identify shaded rest areas or bring portable shelters.
· Watch for signs of heat exhaustion (dizziness, cramps, nausea).









13. Cold Exposure, Hypothermia, and Wet Weather
Risk Level: Likelihood: 3 | Severity: 4 | Risk = 12
Rationale:
Fieldwork in early spring or late autumn can bring cold, wind, and rain. Dartmoor and upland sites are particularly exposed.
Hazard Description:
Cold-related illness reduces judgement and increases accident likelihood.
Control Measures:
· Volunteers must wear layered, waterproof clothing.
· Cancel or postpone events if weather is unsuitable.
· Provide heated shelters or indoor breaks when possible.
· Have emergency blankets in first aid kits.

14. Uneven Terrain – Holes, Animal Burrows, Ditches
Risk Level: Likelihood: 3 | Severity: 3 | Risk = 9
Rationale:
Historic sites often sit in landscapes marked by historic field systems, ditches, and burrowing animals (badgers, rabbits).
Hazard Description:
Trips and twisted ankles from unseen hollows or hidden holes.
Control Measures:
· Tape off or mark hazardous terrain before work begins.
· Include "look before you step" reminders in safety briefings.
· Avoid heavy loads or wheelbarrows in areas with loose ground.

15. Manual Handling – Lifting Buckets, Equipment, Soil
Risk Level: Likelihood: 3 | Severity: 3 | Risk = 9
Rationale:
Volunteers frequently carry buckets, finds trays, tools, or water. Improper lifting leads to strains, particularly for older members.
Hazard Description:
Back injuries or dropped loads can occur with improper posture or overexertion.
Control Measures:
· Provide instruction on safe lifting technique.
· Avoid overfilling buckets or carrying heavy items unaided.
· Use wheelbarrows or trolleys where feasible.
· Encourage volunteers to ask for help rather than struggle.

16. Sharp Objects in Soil – Metal, Glass, Thorns
Risk Level: Likelihood: 3 | Severity: 4 | Risk = 12
Rationale:
Soil often contains modern debris, especially near settlements, paths, or ploughsoil layers.
Hazard Description:
Cuts or punctures from sharp items like barbed wire, glass, or metal.
Control Measures:
· Require gloves at all times during handling or excavation.
· Train volunteers not to dig with bare hands.
· Provide sharps bins or containers for safe disposal.
· Flag and remove sharp debris promptly.

17. Mental Stress and Fatigue
Risk Level: Likelihood: 2 | Severity: 3 | Risk = 6
Rationale:
Long working hours, poor weather, or personal pressures can affect concentration, morale, or performance in volunteers.
Hazard Description:
Fatigue increases accident risk, and mental stress can lead to disengagement or conflict.
Control Measures:
· Schedule regular rest breaks.
· Rotate roles to reduce repetition.
· Check in with volunteers throughout the day.
· End fieldwork at a sensible hour and discourage overwork.






18. Public Interference or Trespass
Risk Level: Likelihood: 2 | Severity: 3 | Risk = 6
Rationale:
Curious members of the public, trespassers, or anti-social individuals may interact with the site or volunteers.
Hazard Description:
Risk of confrontation, distraction, or even theft/damage to tools or finds.
Control Measures:
· Designate a volunteer to liaise with visitors or passers-by.
· Keep all tools and finds supervised or locked when unattended.
· Signage should state permission has been granted and public access is limited.
· Avoid confrontational engagement; report repeat disturbances.

