
 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter October 2022 

From the Committee 
 
The late Queen’s funeral was on Monday 
19th September, so the Dawlish & District 
u3a’s AGM due to take place on that day 
was postponed. 
The AGM will now take place at 2.30pm on 
Monday 17th October in Rooms 4a and 4b 
at the Manor House. The AGM will take 
place immediately before our scheduled 
monthly meeting which follows at 3.30pm 
in the Council Chamber. Refreshments will 
be available after the AGM, as well as at 
the end of the monthly meeting. 
We hope you will be able to attend both 
meetings on 17th October. It is important 
that we have a quorum of 20% of our 
membership for the AGM which means we 
are looking forward to seeing at least 30 
members. 
Our guest speaker, Peter Stephenson, will 
be talking to us about the charity St 

Petrock's and the important work it does 
with those who are homeless or vulnerably 
housed. While the charity is mainly based 
in Exeter near the Cathedral close, St 
Petrock's reach extends beyond Exeter. As 
members are probably aware, the issue of 
homelessness affects every community in 
our country, including Dawlish. Sadly, with 
the acute economic problems facing the 
UK, and the onset of winter, homelessness 
is likely to be an increasing issue for our 
whole society to address. 
Please do all you can to share information 
about this meeting with people in the local 
community. Guests are always welcome at 
our meetings as well as those who are 
already members or are considering joining 
our u3a. 

GARDENS AND GATEAUX 
The Gardens and 
Gateaux group 
finished this 
year’s garden 
visits, with a trip 
to Burrow Farm 
Gardens. Yet 
again, we were 

lucky enough to have reasonably good 
weather, although it was a bit worrying 
driving through torrential rain on the way 
there. Walking round it was obvious that a 
lot more rain was still needed, as the 
streams where mostly empty, as were the 
ponds. However, it was dry for our stay and 
there was plenty to look at. With some 
breath-taking views across the countryside. 
I was personally delighted to see a large 
number of robins around the house and 
terraced garden. 
Looking back over the past year, convening 
this group has been very rewarding. A love-
ly group of people, enjoying trips to beauti-

ful gardens, and all those gateaux. What’s 
not to like? 
We are holding our last group meeting of 
the year in the Strand Centre, on Tuesday 
11th October. Then we reconvene under the 
expert guidance of Jenny Lancaster (our 
new convener) on Tuesday 11th April 2023. 
We already have some exciting ideas for 
future outings. 
Anyone wishing to join us next year will be 
more than welcome. 
Barry Baker, Convener 



DISCUSSION GROUP 

The group met on Monday 12th September, 
with only four of us able to make the 
meeting, unfortunately. We talked about 
nationalisation and privatisation. There have 
been calls recently for the renationalisation 
of both utility companies and the railways in 
particular, and so it seemed a good time to 
talk about this, and, as always, other 
matters arising as we go along. 
A major program of nationalisation started 
after WW2 under the Labour government, 
which subsequently reversed under the 
Conservatives in the 1980’s. It was believed 
that such privatisations would both raise 
money to repay public borrowing and bring 
in price reductions and better service by 
introducing competition between suppliers of 
services. 
It seemed from our talk that there was little 
appetite amongst us for the principle of 
private or public ownership, and that we 
were really interested in what worked in 
practice in individual industries. Arguments 
against private ownership included the 
payment of huge sums in dividends to 
shareholders, money that would otherwise 
be available for reinvestment, although it 
was pointed out that pension funds, upon 
which many of us depend, are beneficiaries 
of such dividend payments. Similarly, we 
remembered the restrictions that often 
existed within nationalised industries, and 
the wait of months to receive a telephone 
line was recalled. It was felt that often such 
organisations appeared to operate for the 
benefit of the workforce rather than the 
public. 
Industrial action was mentioned, current 
strikes on the railways being an example. 
Following covid they were totally dependent 
on government financial support, and wage 
negotiations had become national again 
rather than between the workforce and 

individual train operators. This was 
contrasted with the dockers strike at 
Felixstowe, which had little effect as ship 
owners used alternative privately owned 
ports. 
We felt, in general, quite pragmatic. Close 
regulation of monopoly private industries 
was needed to prevent excess profits being 
made on the back of customers. Control of 
nationalised industries was likewise required 
to maintain standards of service to the 
public. In a number of cases, of which water 
was an obvious example, where no 
competition is possible one of the main 
potential benefits of privatisation is not 
possible to achieve. 
We talked about whether some industries 
were of such importance to the country that 
they should be brought into, or retained, in 
public ownership, to prevent sales of 
strategically important companies to foreign 
buyers. The manufacture of electronic chips 
was mentioned, with the recent attempt by a 
Chinese company to purchase a British chip 
manufacturer, still unresolved, mentioned as 
an example. The last decades seem to have 
seen a huge expansion of the policy of 
globalisation, although recent events suggest 
a reversal , and a retreat towards national 
self-sufficiency. 
We touched on many things, the probation 
service, where partial privatisation appears 
to have been reversed, the prison system 
with its mixed private and public provision, 
the Royal Mail with its universal delivery 
requirements. Privatisation of the police and 
armed forces seemed a ridiculous 
proposition, and privatisation of the NHS 
wouldn’t be tolerated, although private 
involvement in ancillary services within these 
organisations already exists. 
Having decided that we were all very 
reasonable and practical people, we brought 
the meeting to an end. We thought we would 
discuss Royalty and Monarchy next time. 
King Charles will be waiting for the result of 
our deliberations, I’m sure. 
Please note that the views expressed by the 
Discussion Group may not represent those of the 

wider Dawlish and District membership. 
Michael Heyden, Convener 

TEA & CHAT 
Come along and join us on the first Thursday 
of the month in the Riverside Building (blue 
building behind the Manor House), from 2–
4pm. There are Board Game Tables – 
anyone interested in chess? We have had 
one or two members enquire. Or you may 

just want to come along to meet people and 
chat. All Welcome. 
Kate McCarthy & Michael Heyden, 
Conveners 



LITERATURE 
A Wanted Man by Lee Child 
This is the 17th in Lee Child's 
Jack Reacher series. Although 
the book can be read as a stand-
alone novel, we appreciated 
becoming acquainted with Jack 
Reacher's background story from 
our group member who had 

chosen it. A tough nomadic childhood and 
army training followed by a career as a 
military policeman combined with a 6ft 
5inch physique prepares him for anything 
he has to confront. He does not seek out 
trouble, but trouble seems to find him. 
In ‘A Wanted Man’ he becomes involved in 
a murder whilst hitchhiking through 
Nebraska on his way to Virginia to meet a 
woman. He leads an itinerant life with little 
more than the clothes on his back, 
supported by his army pension, preferring 
not to be tied to a home or possessions. 
Highly intelligent and used to having to be 
constantly vigilant, he realises that the men 
who have picked him up are lying to him 

and he and the third person, Karen 
Delfuenso, are in danger. The FBI have 
been called in and he joins forces with 
agent Julia Sorenson although her superiors 
think he is a suspect. 
We found we became very confused with 
the plot as most of the characters are not 
who they say they are or are moles or 
undercover agents but, like Jack Reacher, 
we went along for the ride. The bleakness 
of Nebraska and the grim towns and seedy 
motels were well depicted. We liked the 
strong female characters and discussed the 
odd lifestyle of Jack Reacher which gave 
him an enigmatic, almost mythical quality. 
There is a hint of Raymond Chandler's Philip 
Marlow about him and some of his dry wit. 
We would have appreciated more of that 
humour to take the edge off the brutality 
and violence. 
A good book for a holiday read, awarded 
3/5.  
Liane Goulding  

In September the PAGE TURNERS met to 
discuss 'I Found You' by Lisa Jewell. This is 
a psychological thriller published in 2016. 
We enjoyed the book and it was definitely a 
page-turner as most had read it quite 
quickly, feeling engaged with the characters 
and the story and anxious to find out what 
happened. However, unusually for us, we 
didn't find a lot in the book to discuss. We 
agreed that the book was well organised 
with scenes from the past interspersed with 
the story to explain the unfolding events 
and the characters were well described. We 
briefly wondered what we would do if we 
found a man on the beach who had lost his 
memory. Would we invite him into our 

home as Alice did in the book? We would 
recommend this as a good read when you 
want something not too challenging to take 
on holiday. Our discussion turned to more 
meaty issues such as the future of the 
monarchy and as always the world was well 
and truly put to rights.  
Deborah Wallis, Convener  

THEATRE GROUP 

Watch this space as changes are afoot!  
Performances are currently booked but if you 
want to join us, email me and I can let you 
know our seat numbers.  We meet in the bar 
at 7pm. 
 
8th October Downton Abbey showing at 
Shaftsbury  

14th October The Business of Murder showing 
at Shaftsbury 

15th October Lilies on the Land showing at 
Pavilions  

2nd November Candlelit Macbeth showing at 
Pavilions  

12th November Watson showing at Pavilions  

17th November Matthew Bourne’s Sleeping 
Beauty showing at Plymouth  

Kate McCarthy, Convener 



Five members of the FRENCH group were 
able to get together on 1st September; other 
members being indisposed. The theme was - 
again - 'holidays'. Interesting destinations 
and their stories between the five members 
comprised the following:  
The Edinburgh Festival, highlight of this 
being 'Fascinating Aida' (this holidaymaker 
says he is always on holiday!); Croatia and 
its capital, Zagreb, Slovenia and Lake Bled; 
Madrid, Scotland, Belgium and the world's 
largest flower garden, Keukenhof, 
Amsterdam; and holidays yet to be had - 
Antwerp and Bruges visiting approximately 
nine private gardens and nurseries; a river-
cruise trip on the River Danube visiting 
Vienna, Budapest, Bratislava and Nuremberg. 

On the 15th, the topic was, as expected, 
about the death of the Queen, the Royal 
Family and the future. Everyone, of course, 
commented on the length of her reign and 
her remarkable loyalty and hard work. We 
agreed she’s a hard act to follow and that 
Charles will need to be a little more discreet 
than he has been. We talked about the 
stability of her reign throughout the many 
changes here and around the world. Some 
were monarchy supporters and others not, 
though we agreed it needs to be modernised. 
We have yet to decide the topics and venues 
for October… 
Bridie Cushion, Convener  

The BOULES GROUP met on the Lawn twice 
in September, and our next meetings Friday 
14th and Wednesday 26th October will be in 
the Strand Hall at 10.30 a m. Through the 
winter we'll be playing indoor boules, a game 
devised by the group and played strictly to 
Dawlish u3a Rules, the main one being that 
the Convenor is always right. Lots of fun, 

everyone welcome, no equipment needed, 
£2 per person. 
Michael Heyden, Convener 
 

The NATURAL HISTORY GROUP met on 
Wednesday, 21st September. Chris 
Marsh, fellow u3a member, was 
guest speaker, and led on Plants 
for a Future (https://pfaf.org/). 

"PFAF’s primary objective is to maintain and 
improve our free online database of 
information on edible and useful plants, 
especially perennials. In recent years, in 
response to the global environmental crisis 
and increasing interest in alternatives to 
intensive industrialised agriculture and 
commercial plantations the database, which 
started with some 5000 plants, has now 
been expanded globally to 8000+; 
additionally they publish Plants for your Food 
Forest, listing 500 plants for temperate 
climes. Although seven members attended 
the above meeting, average attendance at 

monthly meetings has rarely exceeded 1/3, 
and usually many fewer members. 
Furthermore, only 1/4 of members respond 
to emails about forthcoming meetings. I will 
continue to act as a conduit for information 
on any proposals from group members. I 
shall not programme monthly meetings 
otherwise; and I have deleted the names of 
four members who have neither attended 
any meeting nor responded to emails for the 
past three months. I met with four Devon 
Wildlife Wardens in St. Gregory's Churchyard 
this week, and our commitment to this high 
profile programme to promote biodiversity 
will continue. Although, once again, only 
three members from the original six have so 
far committed to the ongoing work.  
George Lipscomb, Convener  

STROLLERS 
Oct 13th Exploring Exminster Ridgetop 
Countryside Park 
We'll be catching the number 2 Exeter bus 
leaving Teignmouth by WH Smith's at 
12.10am and Dawlish at 12.25pm. 
Plan is to get off the bus at the stop opposite 
the petrol garage at the far end of 
Exminster, then enter the park via a nearby 
footpath. 
The first field is quite steep but worth the 
climb for the views at the top...pathways are 

then mostly level or gentle slopes alongside 
hedgerows with great views and three lots of 
seating plus information boards. 
We'll leave the park via the downhill 
Deepway Lane then head for cafe or pub for 
refreshments before catching our twice 

hourly bus home  
Jean Gitsham, Convener 

https://pfaf.org/


CREATIVE WRITING 
Our last meeting was held on Monday 12th 
September and again due to illness there 

were only three of us. 
However, it was again a 
fun occasion. 
Our topic was “Losing the 
plot” and it was 
interesting to see how 

each story was so different.  
We had a very descriptive narrative about 
the impact on a community of allotment 
holders when the council decided to take the 
land for housing so they were literally losing 
their plot.  
Then there was the autobiographical account 

of receiving a phone call from a family 
member two weeks before her wedding 
asking how the wedding cake was 
progressing with no immediate recollection 
of ever offering to make one! 
Finally, a lady of a certain age working her 
way through her bucket list and aiming to 
throw her knickers on the stage at a Tom 
Jones concert being held at Powderham 
Castle. 
Due to holidays, our next meeting will not be 
until the 14th November when the topic will 
be “As darkness falls …”.  
Travina White, Convener 

QUIZ GROUP 
The quizzes for September were held on the 
5th and 26th with the group as usual 
responding to the set questions; some 
rounds proved easy, other subjects... well 

read on…  
The first quiz saw the members trying to 
remember facts on Lanes, Mayors, Cats, 
Unfinished novels, Lions and the General 
Knowledge questions. The strongest Round 
was the Lanes. The Mayors was a good 
round as well, considering that no jokers 
were played. However, the General 
Knowledge round was the weakest link 
closely followed by the roar of the lions! 
Let’s see how you would have fared… Can 
you remember the name of the famous 
Mayor of Montreuil-sur-Mer or what part of 
the body ancient Egyptians would have 
shaved as a sign of mourning when their cat 
died? 
I also wrote to the group members asking 
them not to forget to ask the greengrocer in 
Dawlish for a kilo of Lion’s Mane and Black 

Amish when they were next shopping...what 
would the greengrocer have given them? 
On the 26th the subject rounds were 
Philosophers, Palindromes, WWI, Woods, 
General Knowledge and Education. The 
Palindromes round gained the most marks 
with one team scoring a maximum 10/10. 
However, it was evident that not many of the 
group had studied philosophy... So, who did 
say ‘Happiness is the highest good’ or ‘Man 
is condemned to be free’? 
In the wood round no one realised that dear 
Woody Woodpecker has been the mascot of 
the Universal studios or that Natalie Wood 
was of Ukrainian and Russian descent. 
The group continues to hold its own and the 
upcoming quizzes will be held on the 17th 
and 24th October, then on the 14th and 28th 

November. 
Graham Carey, Convener  

CRAFT GROUP 
Our group increases in numbers each month.  
Come along and join us with your current 
project and there is always someone able to 
help if you are stuck on anything. 
We meet on the first Wednesday of the 
month from 1.30 – 3.30 in room 6 at The 

Manor House.  There is usually some parking 
available.  All welcome.  
Kate McCarthy Convener  

LUNCHEON CLUB 
Our Luncheon club is currently still 
suspended, as it needs a new convener. 
This has been a small group, that met for 
lunch at various locations, about once a 
month. There has been some interest in the 
group, but no one has come forward to take 
up the position of convener. This would not 
involve a lot of work, just contacting group 
members and making bookings. 

If you think you could do this, and help the 
group restart please contact Barry via 
enquiries@u3a.dawlidh.info  

http://u3a.dawlidh.info/

