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FROM THE CHAIR 
 

It is very encouraging to see members step 
forward to share their knowledge, 
experience and enthusiasm with other 
members. This sharing with others is 
central to the purpose and ethos of the 
u3a. This can come in many guises, 
perhaps as a group convener, committee 
member, organiser of an event or, as 
happened in June, giving a presentation to 

members at a monthly 
meeting. 
On this occasion, Keith 
Feltham shared his love of 
film music.  He obviously 
has a comprehensive 

collection of DVDs and CDs with music 
stretching back to some of the legendary 
films of the 1930s and 1940s, such as 
‘Gone with the Wind’ and ‘Quo Vadis’. 
Keith needed to be very selective in putting 
together his programme and he had to 
leave out many of his favourites.  His final 
list did include the haunting theme from 
‘The Mission’, ‘North By North West’, ‘The 
Lavender Girls’, ‘The Good, The Bad and 
The Ugly’ and, of course, the first rendition 
of the James Bond theme. His talk 
stimulated a great deal of discussion. In 
conversation afterwards, people were 
listing the great films and composers who 
Keith had not managed to include! Where 
was John Williams who afterwards, Keith 
acknowledged was surely the greatest 
composer of film music? Surely, we should 
have had ‘ET’, ‘Star Wars’ and ‘Schindler’s 
List’! And we had no musicals such as ‘West 
Side Story’, ‘The Sound of Music’ or 
‘Chicago’. And what about ‘Fantasia’ or ‘The 

Jungle Book’? To come up with a top ten of 
music for films is never going to satisfy 
everyone – but it is good fun trying to 
compile this list. As always, time forces 
impossible choices. 
For many people, the music is as 
memorable as the film itself and the hour 
we spent was delightfully nostalgic and, I 
am sure, will encourage us to revisit some 
of the great music and films Keith recalled 
for us. I am very grateful to him for giving 
us such an enjoyable afternoon. 
Next month’s meeting also has a musical 
theme. Our guest will be Bert Parton who is 
a well-known figure in the Dawlish 
community, often to be heard performing in 
venues in the area. He will be talking about 
his life in music. His career as a Royal 
Marines Bandsman enabled him to travel 
the world and play in some remarkable 
locations. Since then, he has continued to 
play in ensembles of all kinds, performs on 
an extraordinary array of instruments, 
leads jazz bands and works with musicians 
of all ages, but especially young people. He 
promises to bring some of his instruments 
along – and you may even have the chance 
to play some of them! All those who know 
Bert will tell you that he is a very 
entertaining raconteur, and an hour spent 
in his company will be great fun. I hope you 
will come along for our last monthly 
meeting before we have 
a break in August. 
 
John Vick, Chair  

Waiting to hear more from all our groups and wishing  

everyone warm and happy summer holidays! 



GARDENS AND GATEAUX enjoyed another 
interesting day trip in June. 
A group of us visited Bicton Park botanical 
gardens. The 60 acres site offered plenty of 
variety with beautiful formal gardens, lakes, 
water features and fountains. We had plenty 
of time to split up and explore as individuals 
as well as meeting up for tea and cake. 
(Twice; sorry waistline!) 
We also had a group trip on the woodland 
railway that was half an hour well spent. I 
was impressed by how well the grounds were 
kept up and the number of exotic trees. I 
also enjoyed taking in the extensive shell 
collection in the shell house, not necessarily 
everyone’s kettle of fish but plenty of other 
interesting items to suit everyone. Tropical 
house, Palm house, Museum and so on. I 
think many of us ended up with a souvenir 
as well, mine was a small stone dragon. (I 

know it takes all sorts). 
There is always room in the group for new 
members if you think this sort of trip is your 
cup of tea. Well Tea and Gateaux to be 
precise. Why not join us?! 
Barry Baker, Convener  

 

PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
 
Dawlish and District u3a 
had a table in the marquee 
on the Lawn on Friday 3rd 
June, one of a number of 
local organisations using 
the Dawlish Platinum 

Jubilee celebrations to highlight what we 
offer to the many people looking at the 
various attractions laid on by the Town 
Council. 
Barry, our Group Convenor, had turned out 
long forgotten cupboards to produce an 
imaginative variety of objects to help passers
-by see the range of our activities. There 
were boules, books, an artist’s palette, a 
bottle of beer, an arrow, cards, a chess set, 
and one or two objects whose significance 

continues to escape me, but which produced 
a colourful and interesting display, arranged 
with an impressive artistic flair I didn’t know 
he possessed. 
With that taken care of I only had to sit 
comfortably behind it and try not to put 
people off. Luckily, I was joined between the 
start at 11 am and the finish at 5 pm by a 
number of members who were good enough 
to give up their time to keep me company, 
and I’m most grateful to them. Three new 
members joined on the day, and many more 
were given leaflets and application forms, 
and hopefully we have brought the u3a, and 
Learning, Laughing and Living, to the 
attention of more members of our 
community. 
Michael Heyden, Treasurer  

Our Dawlish STOLLERS next walk 
is on Thursday July 14th. Our walk 
will be another chance to explore 
the 12 acres of Teignmouth old 
cemetery or a first visit for new 
Strollers! There is parking outside 

the old cemetery if you come by car ...entry 
to Teignmouth old cemetery is on the left as 
you go up Higher Buckeridge Rd off New Rd. 
For those coming by bus it's the Number 2 
Newton Abbot bus 12.32 pm from Dawlish … 
get off at Seaview Diner stop in Teignmouth 
then walk over to bus stop by WH Smith’s for 
the Number 80 Country Bus which leaves at 
1.10pm. 
Plan is to get off bus by Hazeldown School. 
We'll walk down to explore the nearby 
cemetery … lovely trees, views, wildflowers 
plus planted graves and flower beds, 
butterflies etc and lots of interesting 
memorials to see and hear about. 

No cafe or pub nearby so we can either walk 
down into town for refreshments or, if in a 
hurry to get back to Dawlish, the Number 22 
Dawlish Warren bus leaves from nearby stop 
in New Road at 25 minutes past each hour. 
Our August walk on Thursday 11th will be to 
the new TDC Ridgetop Country Park at 
Exminster i.e. we'll get off bus opposite the 
garage as we leave Exminster, then take 
nearby public footpath up to the park. The 
first field is quite a hill, however, thankfully, 
only a short climb... Afterwards, pathways 
are alongside hedgerows with great views 
and three lots of seating on the way. We 
return to Exminster down Deepway Lane 
then, after a refreshment break, catch our 
bus home. More info will be sent out nearer 
the date. 
Jean Gitsham, Convener  



LITERATURE 
Words and phrases from this book have be-
come so familiar to us, Big Brother is 
Watching You, Room 101, Orwellian, double
-think, thought police, newspeak and un-
person, that it would be easy to overlook 
this prescient work. 
This novel was chosen because it was 
thought that, with modern technology and 
the how easy it would be to conduct sur-
veillance on us, it was time to re-examine 
the terrifying totalitarian world created by 
Orwell. 
Winston Smith starts to, illegally, keep a 
secret diary expressing his hatred and fear 
of The Party. He wants to join the Brother-
hood, an underground organisation devoted 
to the overthrow of Big Brother. He meets 
an ally, Julia, and they become lovers. They 
both know the danger they are in, but they 
are unaware of the full horrors that await 
them when they are, inevitably, captured. 

Winston believes that there is an integral 
part of him that, combined with his intelli-
gence, knowledge of the truth and his love 
for Julia, no amount of beatings, torture 
and brainwashing can reach and violate. He 
also imagines that one day he will be shot 
in the back of the head and is prepared to 
accept this. 
What happens is far worse. He is broken 
down physically and mentally and in room 
101 he betrays Julia and she betrays him 
when they are confronted by their deepest 
fears. 
Winston ends up a gin-soaked wreck of a 
man who learns to love Big Brother. 
This book is a harrowing read, as it should 
be in order for it to be an effective warning, 
but we agreed that it was very well written 
and thought-provoking. 
We gave Nineteen Eighty-Four 3/5 
Liane Goulding  

THEATRE 
Four members went to 
Plymouth to see Chicago. 
Clearly it was highly enjoyable, 
as I have it on good authority 

they are still bursting into song from time 
to time. 

A group of us went to the 
Shaftesbury to see “Things I Know 
To Be True” a very thought 
provoking play about a seemingly 
close knit family, of whom each has 

a hidden secret that is eventually shared. 
On the same theme, five of us went to 
Torquay to see “Strictly Murder”. This was 
another story based on secrets. Was it a 
Secret Worth Dying For? Something for us 
to discuss when we meet up next. Of 
particular interest was this small Theatre 
(TOADS) established for some years now in 

an old church. It was very sympathetically 
converted and worth a visit. 
We are still awaiting the sale of tickets to 
see The Mellstock Quire, a play adapted 
from Thomas Hardy’s Under the Greenwood 
Tree.  This will be held at Powderham 
Castle and will be an outside event. The 
dates are 19th – 21st July. I am not taking 
bookings for this event as it is a matter of 
bringing your own chair.  Anyone going 
Tuesday 19th, let me know so that we can 
look out for each other. 
We now meet in Daisy’s at 2pm on the 
second Thursday of the month. If you fancy 
coming along let me know. I am away for 
the next meeting in July but there will be 
others in the group meeting 
for a cup of tea. 
Kate McCarthy, Convener 

LIFE MATTERS 
As I suggested in the previous issue, 
perhaps those interested in philosophy and 
psychology might be joined by members 
who would like to talk about life 
experiences and about how we can relate to 
the world today in a context more to do 
with wisdom and life lessons in general. 
Therefore, I make a further appeal to such 
people to contact either myself or the U3A 
Committee in order to register with this 
group. I am sure we can all share 

knowledge and experience that would 
benefit others. This would not resemble the 
discussion group debates, which tend to 
focus on political issues and general social 
or economic dilemmas. The Life Matters 
group would talk about things like time, 
death, dealing with relatives, or with the 
young in general, states of health, old age 
and survival, etc. focusing on morals and 
ethics and our capacity to understand the 
world and our place in it. 
Dana Dima, Convener 



BOARD GAMES 
Our board games group is now up and 
running. This group is primarily for members 
wishing to play a wide range of games at a 
basic skill level. Group members will mostly 
arrange their own games within the group, at 
times and venues to suit themselves. 
New members are always welcome, and we 
can attempt to play most games. We include 

card and tile games, but at 
the moment we are avoiding 
games that tend to go on too 
long, Monopoly being a 
prime example. 
If you think you would be 

interested, please contact Barry 
enquiries@u3a.dawlish.info  
Alternatively, just come along to one of the 
“Tea and Chat” sessions in the Riverside 
Centre. We met in June and we had several 
games available, but everyone is encouraged 
to bring their own and/or share. Somebody 
will no doubt be playing something, and you 
should be able get a game straight away. On 
the other hand, just get some questions 
answered, as we welcome experts as well as 
beginners.  

Barry Baker, Convener 

June saw a lot of activity from the 
ADVENTURE GROUP as we completed our 
sailing sessions and went out quad biking. 
Both activities were great fun, but not 
without incident! 
Our sailing lesson took place in the middle 
of the River Teign at low tide, well away 
from most of the boats moored there. We 
learned how to control the sail, steer using 
the articulated rudder, and turn without 
getting struck by the boom. Stopping was 
facilitated by steering into the beach till the 
boat ran out of water. 
The first sailing group probably kept the 
driest since they had a lovely day for it and 
apparently nobody fell in. The second group 

stuck it out despite torrential rain 
and wind ensuring they were all 
wet through - and still managed 
to have a good time. The third 
group, having been postponed 
once because of high winds, took 
to the water with great 

enthusiasm and, despite multiple capsizes, 
came up smiling! What troopers!! 
Quad biking was also much enjoyed by most 
participants. Personally, I found it terrifying 
but that's because I appear to have no 
aptitude for quad biking whatsoever! 
Our session involved a period of practice 
around Devon Leisure's training track at 
Ashcombe then a quad bike safari through 
the surrounding countryside. 
The off-road safari took us up hill and down 
dale, covering a mixture of surfaces, from 

relatively smooth stretches of grass to 
incredibly rutted, puddly tracks. Even the 
bravest among us found it "interesting" at 
times. 
Whilst one half of the group went on safari, 
the other half took part in an obstacle race. 
Barry was undisputed champion at 2 
minutes, 47 seconds, with Michael a very 
close second at 2 minutes 50 seconds. Sue B 
won the award for being the only person to 
get round without hitting any of the 
designated obstacles. 
You'll have to ask our members whether 
they would do it again. The joy of the 
Adventure group is that we have the chance 
every month to go out with friends and try 
something new. And who knows, each 
adventure could be the start of a whole new 
hobby! 
In response to feedback from group 
members, our next adventure will be 
somewhat tamer (and cheaper!) We will be 
taking part in a town quiz and scavenger 
hunt. Full details are available on the 
website here: https://u3a.dawlish.info/
adventure-group-town-quiz-and-scavenger-
hunt. You don't have to be a member of the 
Adventure group to join in, but we do need 
to have numbers for the optional pub lunch 
that follows the hunt. If you wish to join in, 
please check out the website and then 
contact us via adventure@u3a.dawlish.info. 
Thanks, 
Miggie Pickton, Convener.  

RUMMIKUB 
At the Tea and Chat meeting in June, a few 
of us got together and discussed how we can 
proceed with this group. Some people 
wanted fluid sessions, not fixed, but I prefer 
fixed venues and times, at least to start with, 
as then everyone knows when, where and 
what time. 
I think that until we had regular people 

attending, I will be at the monthly Tea & 
Chat with games and start from there. Some 
people were concerned that they would miss 
out on the chat. It’s not ideal, but one needs 
to start somewhere.  
If we gather sufficient numbers 
then we can discuss venues, 
ready for a cosy winter session! 
Ann Zebedee, Convener  

mailto:enquiries@u3a.dawlish.info
https://u3a.dawlish.info/adventure-group-town-quiz-and-scavenger-hunt
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QUIZ GROUP 
We met up twice in June  and enjoyed the 
fellowship whilst exercising  the grey matter. 
As well as the General Knowledge rounds 
which are always a part of the quiz, on the 
6th June the quizzers sought to answer 
questions on Royal residences, Getting back 
to nature, A song and a dance, Your 
number’s up and Love and marriage. 
So would you have known where Princess 
Margaret was born or how many foot 
positions there are in ballet? How about your 
Greek cuisine and STIFADO or which 
common first name would be signalled in 
Morse code by six dashes? 
Everyone must have been watching Sir David 
Attenborough’s documentaries as the Let’s 
get back to nature round came top of the 
pops. However the weakest link was Love 
and marriage… No idea why as surely 
everyone knows in which country it is 

traditional for a groom to give his mother a 

wild goose  
The subject rounds on the 20th June were 
Fathers, Dirt and Dust, Geoffreys, The 90s 
and Animal books. 
We were fewer than normal, but 4 teams still 
took part. Dirt and dust swept the board. 
However, the General Knowledge and Animal 
Books questions turned out to be the most 
difficult this time. 
So: what was Big Daddy’s real name? What 
is the dirty part of a dirty Martini? 
Alphabetically, what is the first country on 
earth? 
The quizzes are always good fun and anyone 
would be most welcome to participate. A few 
weeks breather now before the July quizzes 
on the 18th and 25th of July. 
 
Graham Carey, Convener  

The BOULES GROUP met twice in June, 
once on the Lawn as usual, and then for our 
second meeting we travelled to the boules 
terrain at Exminster. It was great fun to play 
on a different, and better surface, and I shall 
be trying to find out whether people would 

like to make it a regular 
date every few weeks. In 
July we'll meet on the 
Lawn again on Friday 8th 
and Wednesday 27th 
July, by the bandstand 
on the Lawn at 10.30 a 

m. Everyone welcome, no 
experience or equipment 
needed. Come and join 
us, and make an 
exhibition of yourself.  

Michael Heyden, 
Convener  

TEA AND CHAT 
We currently meet on the third Thursday of 
the month but watch this space! We may 
be moving to a different Thursday 
afternoon.  We meet at The Riverside 
Centre at The Manor from 2–4pm.  We 
have a Board Games table set up for those 
wishing to play. Crafters also came along 
with their current projects and one lady 
bought along her spinning wheel and it was 

fascinating to watch someone of many 
years’ experience spin and make it look 
completely effortless. Another member 
bought along a recent painted landscape of 
a local area and happily chatted to those 
interested in his work.  Alternatively, if you 
simply want to have a cuppa and chat with 
a group of people there were some happy 
to do this. 
Kate McCarthy & Michael Heyden, 

CRAFT  
We are a small group who meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month in Room 6 at The 
Manor, from 1.30 – 3.30pm. New members 
always welcome.  Bring along your current 

project and join in the chatter or enjoy the 
calm of just listening  

Kate McCarthy, Convener  



DISCUSSION GROUP 
The Discussion Group met on Monday 13th 
June to talk about immigration, refugees 
and asylum, certainly a topical, if difficult, 
subject. I usually try and have a few facts to 
hand, and presented the UN definition of 
refugees, asylum seekers and migrants, but 
explained that numbers relating to the UK 
were often difficult to interpret. About 
13,000 people were granted asylum in the 
UK last year, and about 65% of initial 
asylum claims were successful, with further 
successful on appeal. Since 2006 net 
migration figures to the UK have been 
between 200,000 and 300,000 per year. 
Unsuccessful asylum seekers, perhaps 5,000 
people a year appear to form a very small 
part of net migration to the UK. 
Some concern was expressed as to the 
resources put in place both to prevent illegal 
migration and to deal with the removal of 
the quite small number of people whose 
claims fail. It appears that neither 
prevention nor removal are particularly 

successful. It was felt that legislating, for 
example to push boats back, or move 
people to Rwanda for assessment would 
only affect a very small number, if any, and 
spending time and money in this way was 
ineffective. It seemed better to try and 
disrupt people trafficking, accepted as a 
particularly evil crime, but that otherwise we 
should concentrate on managing the current 
situation. 
We spent a lot of time discussing issues only 
loosely associated with the topic, which only 
seemed to highlight the connectivity of so 
many issues. The matter of housing and 
other facilities, particularly health, 
necessary for an influx of 200,000 people a 
year was mentioned, together with those 
required to humanely look after asylum 
seekers. We all agreed, I think, that there 
are no easy solutions. 
Please note that the views expressed by the 
Discussion Group may not represent those of the 
wider Dawlish and District membership. 

Michael Heyden, Convener  

ART APPRECIATION GROUP 
Once again, our June meeting was 
very well attended.  David 
Gearing gave a presentation on 
one of the most important artists 
of the 16th century, Titian. He was 
an extraordinarily prolific artist, 

active in Venice from c1510 to his death in 
1576. David focused on 40 of Titian’s 
greatest works but had time not been a 
consideration, he could easily have included 
a great many others. Titian’s range of 
subjects included religious works, classical 
mythology and portraits. Titian is unique in 

being the only artist to have painted the 
portraits of a king, an emperor, a pope and 
a sultan! David put Titian into the context of 
other great artists of this era and showed 
why his career and work was so significant. 
We all came away feeling we had learned a 
huge amount, and had enjoyed doing so. 
Our next meeting will be at 2pm on Tuesday 
12th July when Keith Feltham will be giving a 
presentation on a very different artist, John 
Miller. Miller is a 20th century English artist 
who established a considerable reputation 
for his paintings of Cornwall. 
Lynne Vick, Convener 

The PAGE TURNERS book for June was 
'The New Neighbours' by Diney Costeloe. 
Although this author has written over twenty 
fiction books during her seventy-year 
career, she was new to most of us. This 
book, published in 2001, tells what happens 
when one of the houses in a cul-de-sac is 
sold and converted into a student house. 
We all enjoyed this easy-to-read book and 
became engrossed in the lives of the 
different families in the small community. 
There was a kindly old lady, an interfering 
busybody, divorce, affairs, sex, drugs, 
parties, assaults, teenage pregnancy - in 
fact everything you would expect in a soap 
opera! We enjoyed the mix of characters 
and the way in which different chapters 
concentrated on different people's stories. It 

was not as challenging as some of our 
previous reads but is pacy and well written 
and would be a good one to take on holiday. 
We will also be looking out for other books 
by the same author. 
As always, the themes in the book led to 
wide-ranging discussions about our lives and 
the world in general and a good time was 
had by all. We finished by proving our Girl 
Power credentials - one of us had a flat tyre, 
another had a foot pump and knew how to 
use it and between us we managed to get 
the afflicted motorist home! 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 28th 
July when we will be discussing 'Lark Rise' 
by Flora Thompson and making choices for 
future meetings.  
Deborah Wallis, Convener 



NATURAL HISTORY 
The Group set out to restore the biodiversi-
ty in the churchyard the cemetery at St. 
Gregory the Great, Dawlish, and were ini-
tially supported by TDC who have ultimate 
responsibility for its upkeep. TDC haven't 
visited the churchyard since March, and the 
group have become disheartened at the 
consequent neglect. Nor has the PCC of the 
church been overwhelming in support of our 
efforts.  
On 18th May, Tony produced a card, donat-
ed by Brixham Marina, and impregnated 

with wildflower seeds. Together 
we excavated grave (058) and 
sowed the seeds. We seem to 
have achieved some success. On 
Father's Day, 15th June, one of 

my daughters kindly gave me a similar wild-
flower impregnated card. I used to re-seed 
two adjacent graves (361/362) opposite the 
Irish Yew Tree. (IMG_2660). These graves 
were among the first that we re-seeded; but 
the re-seeding failed, probably due to the 
very dry March and April, and the non avail-
ability of water locally. 
On visiting the churchyard later, my first 
reaction was of horror. TDC had visited and 
close-strimmed all the wildflowers. It was 
an unfair reaction. It must be difficult to 
strim to a specific height, and no doubt the 
budget would not permit more frequent vis-
its. On the plus side TDC had respected the 
green areas that I had asked them not to 
strim, and had left pockets e.g. of Ox-Eye 
Daisies. They also strimmed 50 cm around 
the yew hedge, as I had requested. Unfor-
tunately, they had left the red area that I'd 
particularly asked to be strimmed; but, as a 
retired professional gardener, whom I hap-
pened to meet there the other day, ob-

served, at 2m tall it maybe was beyond 
strimming. We may have to wait for the au-
tumnal die back.  
Because of the strimming I could re-visit 
grave No. 523, one of our first re-seedings; 
and was delighted to find Little Robin grow-
ing luxuriantly. Identified with 85% certain-
ty. Wikipedia describes it as a rare species. 
That is not all. Some Yellow Rattle is flower-
ing on two of the patches that we sowed 
back in March.  
Sadly, for a host of perfectly good reasons, 
I was the only person able to take up Toby 
& Kerry's kind offer to visit their Ancient and 
private wood in Mid-Devon. It was a rare 
treat; and I hope there may be another op-
portunity to visit it in the autumn. In the 
meantime, Toby has offered to make a Pow-
erPoint presentation about it for our August 
Monthly Meeting. 
Chris & Travina have kindly offered to host 
our 20th July monthly meeting at the Coun-
try Park; and I'll send a reminder nearer the 
time, when we may have a better forecast 
for the weather on the day. 
George Lipscomb, Convener  

FRENCH CONVERSATION 
Our first meeting in June was only attended 
by a few members of the group, but those 
who were able to come and sit in the 
garden of our gracious host enjoyed 
reminiscing about their grandparents and 
other old relatives and family life in the old 
days.  We found out about people and 
customs in different countries, and we 
briefly compared our life today to that of 
our childhood. 
Our second meeting, again in a charming 
garden, touched mainly on our favourite 

flowers, although in the first part we caught 
up with each other’s news and discussed 
other personal experiences. We discovered 
facts about plants and flowers, and how 
flowers always associate with other 
memories. We even listened to and studied 
the words of a sad song about white roses 
and sang the chorus together. 
Our next meeting will be on July 7th and we 
are still thinking of a suitable topic. We 
hope the weather will again be favourable 
for a garden meeting. 
Bridie Cushion, Convener  


