






Zoom Talk given on 15th March

Members of Dawlish & District u3a were 
pleased to welcome Philippa Davies of 
Dawlish Nub News to their monthly meeting 
on Zoom. In just a few months, Philippa has 
established the Dawlish website as an 
important new medium for local people to 
find out about all the news in their home 
town.  At this time when so many people feel 
isolated, this is an especially significant 
development in building social cohesion.  
There are currently over 60 Nub News sites 
across the UK. 

Report ing the news has undergone 
enormous changes in recent years, driven by 
n e w t e c h n o l o g i e s a n d b u s i n e s s 
opportunities.  Philippa’s career charts that 
superbly.  Print is being replaced by the 
internet, advertising revenues are shifting, 
radio and TV stations come and go, local 
players are absorbed by national media 
groups, social media impacts on all areas of 
communication.  Philippa’s CV reads like a 
history of the industry.  Her list of employers 
includes almost all the commercial radio 
stations which have broadcast in Devon and 
Cornwall in the past two or three decades, as 
well as independent television, and many 
local newspapers – and even Teletext.  Many 
of these have changed identity by merger 
into larger organisations such as Heart.  
Being reminded of their names took her 
audience down memory lane!  

Philippa believes that vibrant local news 
media play a vital part in our society.  She 
referred to a recent interview on Radio 4 with 
the academic Professor Tim Snyder in the 
aftermath of the events on Capitol Hill in the 
last days of Trump’s presidency.  He believes 
that the rise of conspiracy theories and belief 
in ‘fake news’ in the USA is substantially 

connected to the absence of effective local 
journalism, and the reliance on social media.  
National media are often seen as remote, 
and what they say cannot be verified by 
people on the ground.  Active local journalism 
is one of the best ways to enable people to 
really find out what is happening in their own 
communities so that people are not left to 
rely on rumour and myth.  

The mantra for a local journalist should be to 
‘Expect the Unexpected’!  Essential 
equipment includes a pair of good walking 
shoes or wellies as you never know where 
the next assignment might take you.  Philippa 
discovered that a national or international 
story may have a local dimension.  She was 
reporting on an acupuncture programme for 
prisoners in Dartmoor Prison and on the 
same day sought an interview with James 
Hewitt, friend of Princess Diana.  Philippa 
found herself caught up in the tabloid frenzy 
of interest in all matters relating to their 
relationship.  More prosaically, a small radio 
station studio can be suddenly occupied by a 
stray dog, and there is no-one else to deal 
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with it in the middle of a broadcast other than 
the presenter herself! 

Perhaps the best example of why Philippa 
loves local journalism was when she reported 
what on the face of it was a very minor story 
for a local newspaper.  A man had visited 
Ottery St Mary with family photographs to try 
to identify the location of his parents’ 
honeymoon cottage immediately before the 
Second World War. One photograph clearly 
showed the farmhouse B&B where they had 
stayed, but despite touring the area, he could 
not find the location.  Within minutes of it 
appearing on the website, Philippa had a call 
from the current owner of the house. The 
man was thrilled to be able to visit it and 
trace a small part of his family’s history.   

This personal engagement with people is 
what makes local journalism so much fun 
and so satisfying – and vital.  Long may it 
continue! 

John Vick 

Boules or Petanque? 

Whichever name you prefer we are 
holding a taster session on Wednesday 
14th April at 10.30am meeting on The 
Lawn by the Bandstand, and hopefully 
regular sessions afterwards. We have 
some boules available to use, or bring 
your own, along with your own supply of 
pastis and Gitanes for a more authentic 
experience. Covid rules allow 6 people to 
meet outside, so we may have to form 
more than one group depending on 
numbers. Contact Michael Heyden at 
h e y d e n m i c h a e l @ y a h o o . c o . u k o r 
07340127421 with any queries.

French Conversation Group

The meetings in April will be on 
Thursday 1st and Thursday 15th; both 
at 10.30am on zoom. The topic on the 1st 
will be ‘An April fools day story you have 
read about’ and on the 15th ‘What 
instrument do you or would you like to 
play and if we have time what is your 
favourite piece of classical music?’.
Graham CareyCoffee and Chat

Tuesday 30th March at 10.30am, on 
The Lawn, behind the bandstand.  Please 
bring your chairs. If more than six we’ll 
split into groups.  All hot drinks can be 
bought at Ryder’s, The Mix or any along 
The Strand.  
Tracy Penfound

Weekly Zoom Quiz

Weekly quiz continuing each Monday on 
zoom.  Next one, tomorrow  29th March 
at 7.00pm.  To take part please contact 
Graham Carey

Next Month’s Talk

19th April – John Polley : Driving Under 
London (talk held over from March 2020)

Fascinating Fact

In 1966,  Frederic Baur  developed the 
ingenious idea for Procter & Gamble to 
uniformly stack chips inside a can instead 
of tossing them in a bag. Baur was so 
proud of his invention that he wanted to 
take it to the grave—literally. He 
communicated his burial wishes to his 
family and when he died at age 89, his 
children stopped at a supermarket on the 
way to the funeral home to buy his burial 
Pringles can. 

Some Funnies

I got a new job with the Samaritans last 
week. I tried to phone in sick this morning 
but they talked me out of it!
 
I just opened my fridge and it really 
smells bad of basil.  I think it’s faulty!

I was in a taxi today and the driver said, “I 
love my job, I’m my own boss. Nobody 
tells me what to do”. Then I said “Turn left 
here!”
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Answers to Last Weeks Quiz -
A TRAVEL QUIZ

1. By what name is the former South 
West Africa known? - NAMIBIA
 2. If you had a flight to Incheon 
International airport, where would you be 
travelling to? - SOUTH KOREA
 3. The QE2, now turned into a hotel, is 
docked where? - DUBAI
 4. On which island can lemurs be found 
in the wild? - MADAGASCAR
 5. Which river is the deepest in the 
world? - THE  CONGO
 6. In which country would you find 
Timbuktu? - MALI
 7. How many capital cities does South 
Africa have? - 3
 8. Paricutin in Mexico is one of the seven 
natural wonders of the world but what is 
it? - VOLCANO
 9. What is the currency in Thailand? - 
THAI  BHAT
10. In which country would you find the 
chocolate hills? - THE PHILIPPINES
11. Livraria Lello, a book shop in Porto, 
became famous because of which book 
series? - HARRY POTTER
12. Meteroa is a rock formation in Central 
Greece that is famous for what? - THE 
MONASTERIES FOUND PERCHED 
ATOP THE ROCKS
13. Which famous Spanish Church 
designed by Antoni Gaudi has been 
under construction for over a century? - 
THE SAGRADA FAMILIA
14. Korkula is an island found in which 
country? - CROATIA
15. Which country holds the Guinness 
World Record for the oldest continuously 
used national flag? - DENMARK
16. The Venta Rapid, a waterfall on the 
Venta River, is the widest waterfall in 
Europe. In which country would you find 
it? - LATVIA
17. In which country would you find the 
world's largest freshwater lake by 
volume? - RUSSIA
18. The island of Hispaniola in the 
Caribbean contains which two countries? 
- HAITI AND THE DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC

19. Previously known as Mount McKinley, 
what is the tallest mountain in North 
America? - DENALI
20. Where would you find the Thar 
Desert? - INDIA AND PAKISTAN

This Week’s Quiz

SPOT THE TV PROGRAMME AND 
HERE ARE THE CLUES:
 1. You can go 50:50 (3,5,2,2,1,11)
 2. I’ll tell you the latest! (4,1,3,4,3,3)
 3. No income tax, no VAT (4,5,3,6)
 4. Provides a quiet alibi (6,7)
 5. Brain of a boy (10)
 6. Don’t panic! (4,4)
 7. I will say zis only once (4,4)
 8. Endeavour to solve the code (5)
 9. Why bother? (9)
10. Pop, Ma, Mariette, Charley (3,7,4,2,3)
11. North Yorkshire pulse (9)
12. Nice wide view (8)
13. The very best fashion clothing (3,4)
14. Arkwright never closes (4,3,5)
15. Just a single exhibition (3,3,4)
16. 30 minutes at 23 Railway Cuttings 
(8,4,4)
17. Waltzing in? Precisely! (8,4,7)
18. Mallet on the tops of houses (5,5,3,6)
19. Queue for loyal service (3,2,4)
20. Merlot runs out in September 
(4,2,3,6,4)
Answers Next Week

u3a Fascinating Facts

1982 The first u3a was created in 
Cambridge with an annual fee of £20!

1983 Totnes was an early member

2001 Average age of u3a members was 
70.6 years; 6% were under 60.  Women 
made up about 75% of members.

2013 Sheffield became the first u3a to 
have more than 3,000 members.

Today  Our annual fee is £15
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A Bar At The Folies Bergère by 
David Gearing (Art Appreciation Group) 

The subjects of my previous contributions to the 
newsletter, Leonardo’s Mona Lisa and Bruegel’s 
Hunters In The Snow’, are very well known.  This 
is about a painting that’s not so well known - A 
Bar at the Folies Bergère by Edouard Manet - but 
you may well recognise when you look it up.  As 
before, it isn’t reproduced here due to space 
constraints, and also because I suggest you seek 
out a good quality image of the painting that you 
can explore in detail, to see why it has fascinated 
so many people.  


Manet was one of the first 19th century artists to 
paint modern life; he was a pivotal figure in the 
transition from Realism to Impressionism, and 
had a major impact on the evolution of modern 
art in Paris. His works now sell for tens of millions 
of pounds. A Bar at the Folies Bergère was 
Manet’s last major painting, and generally 
accepted to be his masterpiece. It shows the 
bustling interior of one of the most prominent 
new music halls and cabarets of Paris (they were 
called café-concerts). He knew the place well. He 
made several preparatory sketches there, but the 
final work was painted in his studio. He set up a 
bar and asked Suzon, one of the barmaids, to 
serve as his model. It took him a while; he 
pushed himself to finish it when immobilised and 
very unwell from the effects of syphilis, not long 
before his death, aged only 51. Some think he 
saw it as a farewell to the world he loved, and it 
was still in his studio, unsold, when he died. 


When you first look at the picture, dominated by 
the large central figure of the barmaid, it isn’t 
immediately apparent that the interior of the café-
concert is reflected in the large mirror behind the 
bar. The mirror is indicated by several smudges 
on the glass and by its gold frame, visible behind 
the barmaid. Then your attention is drawn to the 
reflection of the barmaid and a shadowy top-
hatted customer she is talking to, noticeably 
shifted to the right. As she is looking directly out 
at the viewer, the man and the viewer (us) must 
be one and the same. Also, in order to squeeze 
them in, the two figures are surprisingly close; the 
substant ia l marble bar seems to have 
disappeared in the reflection. Of course, if the 
reflection had been accurately rendered, there 
would have an unsatisfactory overlapping mix of 
the two figures; offsetting makes the scene 
clearer and more intriguing. When it was first 
exhibited at the 1882 Salon (the official art 

exhibition of the French Academy of Fine Arts), 
visitors and critics found the composition 
unsettling, which was probably Manet’s intention. 
They also found it slightly shocking for a working 
person of no particular importance to be shown 
centre stage in a large painting of high society, 
which probably also pleased the artist.


The Folies-Bergère was a modern ‘palace of 
pleasure’, and probably the most expensive in 
Paris, as suggested by the champagne, 
clementines, and the selection of other drinks 
including crème de menthe, and Bass beer for 
English customers. There is also a hint of the 
type of elaborate entertainment provided: the 
dangling feet of a trapeze artist can just be seen 
at top left.  So in this glamorous setting one 
might expect the barmaid to appear welcoming, 
b u t h e r e x p r e s s i o n s u g g e s t s s h e i s 
uncomfortable, marooned behind the bar and 
detached from her surroundings. Perhaps this is 
because she resents being seen by the man as 
sexually available. Alternatively. she could be 
bored and sulky, lost in her own thoughts, or 
perhaps just tired, after a long shift.  It may even 
be that Manet has caught this expression in his 
studio, with Suzon being fed up with the slow 
pace at which he worked. In any case, writers 
and art historians continue to speculate about 
what the meaning of her expression.  


Manet’s technique varies markedly between 
different areas of the canvas. The items on the 
bar are brilliantly done, especially the flower vase 
and the bowl of clementines. The spectators 
shown in reflection are essentially just dabs of 
black, brown and pink. The chandelier is 
suggested by very light brushwork. In contrast 
the main figure is believably three dimensional in 
her fashionable tight-fitting costume, the sort of 
thing she would be expected to wear, although it 
is noticeable that her cleavage is concealed by 
an attractive corsage. Possibly Suzon insisted on 
this to preserve her dignity, her elegant costume 
being a way of coping with constantly being on 
show. 


The painting is in the collection of the Courtauld 
Gallery, which is in Somerset House in The 
Strand. Distinguished art crit ic and TV 
documentary presenter Waldemar Januszczak 
has said it is ‘one of the greatest masterpieces in 
London. Manet managed to capture a fleeting 
sense of modern life in Paris and, at the same 
time, create a painting that has endured in its 
popularity since its creation.’
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