






Chair’s Chatter

I have been thinking of two things that 
have hit the headlines recently and may I 
suggest they are linked through one 
word.
 
The first headline was Ryanair’s advert of 
‘Jab and go’. Ryanair has been censured 
over TV ads which made bogus claims 
that the rollout of vaccines will allow 
people to safely book Easter and 
Summer holidays. The ads, which ran in 
December and January, triggered 2,370 
complaints - making them the third most-
complained-about ads of all time. The 
Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) 
has now banned the commercials as 
'misleading' and 'irresponsible'. It has 
also put the airline on notice that it must 
not overstate the impact that vaccinations 
against Covid -19   will have on people's 
ability to travel abroad. The ASA carried 
out a fast-track inquiry into the Irish 
airline's TV ads because many people 
may be booking tickets based on the 
marketing claims now.
The ASA said: 'It was clear that it was 
highly unlikely that societal groups 
outside of phase one of the rollout would 
be maximally protected in time to holiday 
in either summer or Easter 2021.' At the 
same time, it said, even with the 
protection offered by vaccination it is 
likely that rules around social distancing 
rules and mask-wearing will have to stay 
in place.  In a damning ruling banning the 
ads, the ASA said: 'We told Ryanair to 
ensure their ads did not mislead viewers 
about the impact that Covid-19 vaccines 

would have on their ability to travel 
abroad during Easter and summer 2021, 
and to ensure their ads did not 
encourage irresponsible behaviour.' In its 
defence, Ryanair said its advertising was 
based on 'optimistic briefings' given by 
the government. It argued they were 
'uplifting and encouraged viewers to 
cons ider a br ighter fu ture when 
restrictions were lifted and people could 
go on holiday with friends and family 
again'.
The second headline was the sad demise 
this week of Captain Sir Tom Moore. The 
100-year-old, who raised almost £33m for 
NHS charities by walking laps of his 
garden, was admitted to Bedford Hospital 
on Sunday. The Queen led tributes to 
Capt . S i r Tom, " recognis ing the 
inspiration he provided for the whole 
nation and others across the world". His 
daughters said they "shared laughter and 
tears" with their father in their final few 
hours together.
 
Announcing his death, Hannah Ingram-
Moore and Lucy Teixeira said the last 
year of their father's life had been 
"nothing short of remarkable”. He tested 
positive for Covid-19 last week. His family 
said due to other medication he was 
receiving for pneumonia, he was unable 
to be vaccinated. The Army veteran won 
the nation's hearts by walking 100 laps of 
his garden in Marston Moretaine in 
Bedfordshire last year during the first 
lockdown, raising money for NHS 
Charities Together. He was credited with 
lifting the nation's spirits and his saying 
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"Tomorrow will be a good day" trended on 
social media.
 
You may say ‘I can’t see any word that 
links Ryanair and Captain Sir Tom 
Moore’. May I suggest the word 
‘determination’; perhaps in a different 
sense. Ryanair to get more passengers 
and boost their sales and Captain Sir 
Tom to encourage people and boost 
morale in what was a dark period. You 
may remember the film ‘ A man for all 
seasons’. Well Tom was the right man for 
the right hour. The PM stated that ‘He 
was a hero in the truest sense of the 
word. In the dark days of the Second 
World War he fought for freedom and in 
the face of this country's deepest post-
war crisis he united us all, he cheered us 
all up, and he embodied the triumph of 
the human spirit’.
 
Determination.. not giving up hope! Many 
great creators, inventors had to 
overcome setbacks along the way. 
However with grit and determination they 
were tenacious and, like an old-fashioned 
alchemist, they turned their metal into 
gold. In fact, you could argue that one of 
the prerequisites for success is some 
hurdles along the way that help you build 
strength, resilience and determination.
We have all faced challenges and I trust 
the present situation   helps us to step up 
our determination up a gear. Thanks to 
you all for your determination in keeping 
our U3A going and helping it to flourish 
even more post covid.
Another Tom, Thomas Edison, once said 
“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. 
The most certain way to succeed is 
always to try just one more time”.
With best wishes.
Graham

Monthly Talk on Zoom

Monday 15th February at 2pm – Brian 
Chapman giving an update on the Devon 
Air Ambulance.

Weekly Zoom Quiz

Weekly quiz continuing each Monday on 
zoom at 7pm.  Next one tomorrow 8th 
February.
 
French Conversation Group

The members met on Thursday and 
shared who their favourite comedian(s) or 
comedy show was or is. It was in many 
ways a trip down memory lane and you 
will probably remember those who were 
mentioned. Blasts from the past included 
Morecambe and Wise, the 2 Ronnies, 
Dad’s Army, Dick Emery, Ken Dodd, 
Norman Wisdom, John Cleese, Fawlty 
Towers, Monty Python, Jamie Uys, Fools 
and Horses, Cheers and Mash. We also 
spoke about French comedians such as 
Fernand Renault, Louis de Funes and 
Bourvil. Then it was on to more recent 
times; John Bishop, Victoria Wood, Kevin 
Bridges, Mrs Brown and her boys, 
Michael McIntyre, ‘Live at the Apollo’, 
Outnumbered and Dead ringer. Two radio 
c o m e d y p r o g r a m m e s w e r e a l s o 
mentioned; ‘I’m sorry I haven’t a clue’ and 
‘The unbelievable truth’.
 
The next group meeting will be on 18th 
February when we will be talking about 
films we would watch over and over 
again. I wonder if ‘the Sound of Music’ 
will get a mention.😉
Graham

Wine Appreciation Group (WAG) 
We had a lovely zoom wine tasting 
evening.  A bit different this time as we 
each shared a memory that a particular 
wine or other drink conjured up for us.  
There were lots of laughter as stories 
unfolded, some romantic, some hilarious, 
some poignant.  A thoroughly enjoyable 
experience.  Our next zoom evening will 
be held on Friday March 5th at 7.30pm  
when we’ll be exploring German wines.  
Please contact Graham P for more info.
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Answers to Last Weeks Quiz -

THE MISSING ONE AND 7,8,9,10
1. Top 5 longest river in the world:  1-Nile, 
2-Amazon, 3-Yangtze, 4-THE 
MISSISSIPPI, 5-Yenisei
2. Top 5 countries by area (do not include 
Antartica as it is owned by many 
countries): 1-Russia, 2-CANADA, 3-
China, 4-United States, 5-Brazil
3. Artists who have had the most UK No.
1 hits (since it start in 1952): 1-Elvis 
Presley (21 hits), 2-Beatles (17 hits), 3- 
Cliff Richard (14 hits), 4-WESTLIFE (14 
hits), 5 Madonna (13 hits)
4. Top 5 longest running West End 
shows: 1-The Mousetrap, 2-LES 
MISERABLES, 3-The Phantom of the 
Opera, 4-The Woman in Black, 5-Blood 
Brothers
5. Top 5 nations that have appeared at 
most football World Cup finals: 1-Brazil, 
2-Germany, 3-ITALY, 4-Agentina, 5-
Mexico
6. Top 5 counties of England by their 
highest point: 1-Cumbria (Scafell Pike), 
2-Northumberland (The Cheviot), 3-
Durham (Mickle Fell), 4-North Yorkshire 
(Whernside), 5-HEREFORDSHIRE 
(Black Mountain)
7. Top 5 countries by population: 1- 
China, 2-India, 3-United States, 4-
INDONESIA, 5-Pakistan
8. Top 5 airlines in the world, by countries 
served (as of Dec 2020): 1-TURKISH 
AIRLINES (121 countries), 2-Air France 
(91 countries), 3-British Airways (82 
countries), 4-Ethiopian Airlines (81 
countries), 5- Emirates (78 countries)
9. Top 5 most expensive footballers 
bought by British teams (as of Dec 2020): 
1-Paul Pogba (Man Utd £89m), 2-Harry 
Maguire (Man Utd £80m), 3-Romelu 
Lukaku (Man Utd £75m), 4-VIRGIL VAN 
DIJK (Liverpool £75m), 5-Nicolas Pépé 
(Arsenal £72m)
10. Rolls Royce produced 5 models of 
car (in 2020). In price order: 1-Phantom, 
2-DAWN, 3-Cullinan, 4-Wraith, 5-Ghost

Each answer can be found by adding 
or subtracting one letter from the 
previous answer, or if the same 
number of letters, a straight anagram.

1. Thick, sweet, clear liquid used in 
making food sweet, making medicines 
and making explosives (Plural) 
GLYCERINES
2. A word used in signing off a letter when 
you know the person you are addressing 
SINCERELY
3. Part of a gun….. or an exhaust 
SILENCER 
4. Lays or leans in comfortable position 
RECLINES
5. (American spelling) - A document 
showing that you have official permission 
to carry out a specific activity LICENSE
6. Rejects DECLINES
7. A plant based oil used in varnish for 
wood finishing, as a pigment binder in oil 
paints, and as a plasticiser and hardener 
in putty. LINSEED
8. A soldier with rank below that of a 
commissioned officer. ENLISTED
9. Gave off a sparkling or lustrous 
reflection from a polished surface, or 
water GLISTENED
10. A young plant, but not a cutting 
SEEDLING

Fascinating Facts

The 442nd Infantry Regiment is the most 
decorated unit in U.S. military history. 
The regiment was composed of soldiers 
of Japanese ancestry who fought in 
World War II whilst most of their families 
were confined to internment camps.

At the battle of Agincourt (1415) one 
thousand arrows were fired every 
second.

A funny

A friend of mine tried to annoy me with 
bird puns but I soon realised that toucan 
play at that game!
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This Weeks Quiz - WHICH DOES 
EACH SET OF THREE HAVE IN 
COMMON
 1. HEAD – TAIL – CROSS
 2. BICYCLE TYRE – TOOTHPASTE –         
CHEMISTRY LAB
 3. RADIO – CAR ENGINE – PIANO 
 4. ELECTRONIC – JUNK  – FAN
 5. RAIN – WIND – CARBON
 6. AFRICA – LITTLE RED RIDING 
HOOD – MATADOR
 7. FLORIST – FURNITURE STORE – 
OBSTETRICIAN
 8. BASEBALL GLOVE – JEANS – 
SNOOKER TABLE
 9. PUMPKINS – TURKEYS – INITIALS 
10. PALM – CHRISTMAS – LEMON 
11. FLAG – TENT – MAGNET 
12. FRENCH – CAR – UNICORN 
13. MAP – WALLET – LAUNDRY   
14. SURPRISE – BEACH – BIRTHDAY  
15. FORTUNE – BANK – STORY  
16. DAYS – CONTINENTS – SEAS 
17. LUNGS – BRAIN – EARS  
18. EGG – SAFE – WHIP  
19. FISHING POLE - WEST END PLAY – 
BROKEN LEG 
20. SCHOOL – SKATE – DART  
Answers Next Week

UK Tours Online

We'd like to invite your members along to 
our latest free 'chat' on 1 March.

It's called 'Square Stories' and the five of 
us will be talking about London’s garden 
squares, Oxford’s Radcliffe Square, the 
Georgian splendour of Bath’s Queens 
square, the tourist favourites of Trafalgar 
and Parliament Squares, and more. Go 
to our 'forthcoming tours' page and scroll 
down until you find 1 March.

You'll also find a full programme of 
talks  taking us into March, including 
brand new tours of the River Thames, the 
Cotswolds and WW1 War Memorials, 
among others.

We do private talks via zoom for U3As 
across the country, and if you'd like to 
find out more about those, just drop us a 
line on uktoursonline@gmail.com.

Best wishes - Don, Tim, Rachel, Leo, 
Emma
www.UKToursOnline.com

p.s. go to our YouTube channel and you 
can see our previous free group chats, 
take a tour of Parliament Square and see 
some of the treasures of the British 
Museum

More funnies

How Long is a Chinese man’s name. No, 
actually it is.

Moses had the first tablet that could 
connect to the cloud.

A lot of people cry when they cut onions. 
The trick is not to form an emotional 
bond.

Don't you hate it when someone answers 
their own questions? I do.

Velcro—what a rip-off!
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