






It’s Christmas Time  
T'was a month before Christmas 🎅
And all through the town, people wore 😷  
masks
That covered their frown 🙁

The frown had begun way back in the 
Spring,
When a global pandemic 🌍
Changed everything.

They called it corona.
But unlike the 🍺  beer 
It didn’t bring good times
It didn’t bring 🍻 cheer.

Airplanes were 🛬  grounded
Travel was 🚫 banned
Borders were closed
Across air, sea and land.

As the whole world 🌍 entered lockdown,
to flatten the curve,
the economy halted,
and folks lost their nerve.

From March ♻ to July 🎆
we rode the first wave.
People stayed home 🏡 ,
they tried to behave.

When summer emerged 🏖 ,
the lockdown was lifted.
But away from caution,
many people drifted.

Then it was November, 
and cases were spiking.
We entered wave two,
much to our disliking

Its true this year,
has had sadness a plenty.
We’ll never forget,
the year 2020.

And just around the corner,
the holiday season.
But why be merry?
Is there even a reason?

To decorate the house.
And put up the tree 🎄
Who will see it?
No one but me

But outside my window,
The snow ❄ gently falls.
And I think to myself ,
Lets deck those halls!

So I gather the ribbons 🎗
the garlands and bows 
As I play those old carols,
my happiness grows

Christmas is not cancelled!
And neither is hope 🙏
If we lean on each other
I know we can cope ❤ ❤
Anon
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French Conversation Group - via zoom

At its Thursday meeting the group 
discussed favourite Carols and Christmas 
Songs. I wonder if your favourite is 
included in what was shared.
For Carols we had :
The Messiah (‘For unto us a son is 
born’) .Oh Holy night (‘Minuit Chretien’ in 
French)
O Come all ye faithful ( Adeste Fidele), 
Silent Night (‘Douce Nuit’ in French)
Angels from the realms of glory ( ‘Les 
anges dans nos campagnes in French)
In the Bleak Mid Winter, O little town of 
Bethlehem
Hark the herald angels sing ( ‘Ecoutez le 
chant des anges’ in French)
Il est ne le divin enfant, The three Kings 
from Persia, Mary’s Boy child
Mention was also made of Benjamin 
Britton’s ‘Ceremony of carols’
 
Our Christmas song favourites were:
Walking in the air, Scarlet ribbons, A 
Christmas Carol by Tom Lehrer
Petit Papa Noel, Have yourself a very 
merry Christmas, So here it is Merry 
Christmas
All I want for Christmas is my two front 
teeth
Last Christmas and All I want for 
Christmas is you.
The group even listed to some music or 
attempted singing French songs such as 
‘Il est ne’ and ‘Petit Papa Noel’.
 
The next meetings will be held on 
Thursday 7th and  21st January at 
10.30am via zoom.
We have had 3 new members in the 
Autumn and we hope more U3A 
members might take the plunge and join 
in the fun.
Graham Carey 
 
Zoom Quiz

Even if you are not a regular, why not 
have a go at the Festive Quiz; tomorrow 
Monday 21st at 7.00pm via zoom
Contact Graham

Christmas Lunch

Due to remaining in Tier 2 lockdown, the 
Christmas meal tomorrow has been 
cancelled. How about a get together 
Easter time with more members joining 
in? Time will tell!

Answers to Last Weeks Quiz -
UK TOWNS BY CRYTPIC CLUES
 1. A Dirty Place to Swim - Blackpool
 2. Modern Fortress - Newcastle
 3. Neither Poor - Norwich
 4. Offal Snooker - Liverpool
 5. Cattle - Cowes
 6. Journey’s End for Dr Foster - 
Gloucester
 7. Spielberg Shows His Years - 
Stevenage
 8. Part of a Ship - Hull
 9. Ship’s Company - Crewe
10. Tumbler Departs - Glasgow
11. Colourful Vehicle - Redcar
12. Cook’s Meadow - Sheffield
13. Ding Dong Quickly - Belfast
14. Escort for Mr Pitt? - Bradford
15. If North is Starboard - Southport
16. Bing’s Town - Crosby
17. Eric at the Seaside - Morecombe
18. Noah’s Home Rebuilt - Newark
19. Old Car - Bangor
20. Detectives Need These - Leeds

Some funnies

What’s the absolute best Christmas 
present? A broken drum — you can’t beat 
it!

What happens if you eat Christmas 
decorations? You get tinsel-it is.

What do grapes sing at Christmas? 'Tis 
the season to be jelly.

What do snowmen eat for breakfast? Ice 
Crispies.

What do you get when you mix a 
Christmas tree and an iPad? A pineapple!
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A True Funny

My elderly uncle phoned me yesterday 
with a strange but true story. He ordered 
a leaf blower on line a couple of weeks 
ago but had a lot of trouble with the 
battery and being dissatisfied contacted 
the seller. Following several emails, they 
promised a replacement. On Thursday a 
delivery driver turned up at their cottage 
door saying he had a large parcel for 
them. So large it had come on an 
articulated lorry with its own forklift truck! 
Where do you want it, he asked? Uncle 
bemused, said that can't be for us! No 
mistake sir, the details are all correct and 
then unloaded it and left. Mystified, he cut 
into this 4 foot cubed box and could not 
believe it. Inside, we're 21, yes, 21 more 
l ea f b l owe r i n sepa ra te boxes . 
Unfortunately, he lives in Lincolnshire, so 
I can't play Santa and share them 
around! I hope he can get rid of them. 
Keep safe and well, and have the best 
Christmas that you can. 
Cheers, Mike B.

Christmas 2020

This Weeks Quiz - CHRISTMAS 
AROUND THE WORLD
Can you identify the countries that 
would wish you “Merry Christmas” 
this way?
1.Sretan Božić
2. Vrolijk kerstfeest
3. Boldog karácsonyt  
4. Feliz Natal
5. Giáng sinh vui vè  
6. Gëzuar Krishtlindjet
7. Häid joule
8. Gleðileg jól
9. Priecīgus Ziemassvētkus
10. Crăciun fericit
11. Nadolig llawen
12. Beceлa KoлeДa  
13. Hyvää Joulua
14. Feliz Navidad
15. Veselé Vánoce
16. Joyeux Noël
17. Nollaig Shona  
18. God jul
19. Frohe Weihnachten  
20. Buon Natale
Answers Next Week

   

www.u3a.dawlish.info

Le
ar

ni
ng

   
   

   
La

ug
hi

ng
   

   
   

Li
vi

ng

http://www.u3a.dawlish.info


Life Between the Tides at Dawlish

Following November’s successful monthly meeting held, Dawlish & District U3A members met 
again on Zoom to listen to a fascinating talk by one of their own members.  Toby Sherwin 
modestly describes himself as a marine physicist with an amateur interest in rocky shores.  
However, his presentation about ‘Life Between the Tides at Dawlish’ showed that he is clearly a 
considerable expert on all that is happening in front of us as we walk along the sea wall at 
Dawlish but of which most of us are completely oblivious.   

Toby revealed the rich, diverse and extremely competitive environment of the sea wall.  His 
opening photograph showed a patch of the wall which was very small yet was home to 13 
species of marine creatures including dog whelks, beadlet anemones, pacific oysters and 
limpets.  He enthused about the humble barnacle, a creature with extraordinary features 
including the fact that it feeds with its feet and has a penis eight times the length of its body.   

On the rocks he showed remarkable 
images, of ten very beaut i ful , of a 
honeycomb worm colony, sand mason 
worms and red sand binder weed.  He 
urged people to be patient as they look into 
rock pools, so they can see how much life 
there is when at first glance there appears 
to be little to observe.  We could see 
anemones, hermit crabs and coral weed, as 
well as various sea weeds most of which 
are edible.  Irish moss, for example, is a 
commercially valuable plant being used in 
the manufacture of ice cream, tooth paste 
and beer.  For those who enjoy pressing 
plants, these seaweeds can be ‘pressed’ 
very successfully and attractively.   

The cool damp habitats offered by rock overhangs make ideal environments for many creatures 
including the strawberry anemone, breadcrumb sponge, red sponge and the delightfully named 
goosebump sponge.  There are also the 
edible crabs we find on local fish counters.  
But beware of the velvet swimming crab 
which is highly aggressive! 

For the more adventurous, a visit at night 
to the rocks on the sea front is rewarding.  
Many sea creatures are sensitive to light, 
not least because they are visible to birds.  
However, using ultraviolet light will reveal 
hundreds of creatures who keep a low-
profile during daylight hours.   

There is clearly an enormous amount to 
learn about what is just in front of us as we 
enjoy walking by the sea.  Toby has 
produced a poster which is displayed at 
Boat Cove, and he and his colleagues on 
the ’Shores of South Devon (marine life 
interest group) have a page on Facebook and their own website.  Learning more from these 
sites will make walking by the sea an even more rewarding experience. 

John Vick
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