






Chair’s Mid Month Chatter

Dear fellow U3A members,
 
With the news that we received last week 
regarding the COVID guidelines, it is a 
case of ‘all change again’ or back to 
square one. What we had hoped to 
undertake individually or as a U3A may 
once again have to be put on hold.
 
Tuesday will mark another change with 
the coming of Autumn. Whilst according 
to the meteorological calendar, the first 
day of autumn is always 1st September 
e n d i n g o n 3 0  N o v e m b e r , t h e 
a s t r o n o m i c a l A u t u m n t h i s y e a r 
commences on 22nd September.

We typically think of 'fall' as the North 
American version of the word 'autumn', 
but it was in fact in widespread usage in 
England until relatively recently. Originally 
a shortening of the phrase fall of the leaf, 
the phrase was common in England in 
the 17th century. The word Autumn 
e n t e r e d E n g l i s h f r o m t h e 
French  Automne  and didn't become 
common usage until the 18th century.

For some Autumn is their favourite 
season, the time of year that Keats called 
the 'Season of mists and mellow 
fruitfulness'. Autumn is a season famous 
for its harvest times, turning leaves, 
cooling temperatures and darkening 
nights. For me one of the most stunning 
signs is the turning of the leaves; the 
vibrant ambers, deep golds, reds and 
yellows. Do you remember kicking piles 

of Autumn leaves or perhaps you still 
do?   Nothing like the sound of rustling 
Autumn leaves!

Autumn is also apparently good news 
for  those born  between September and 
November. Research shows that they are 
more  l i ke ly to  l i ve  to 100 than 
those  born  in other months of the year. 
So I’ll let you know as I was born on the 
28th November👍
 
So what does Autumn say to us? May I 
suggest it speaks of not just change but 
also preservation, protection, comfort and 
balance. As temperatures drop to the 
tune of leaves falling, this season  
illustrates the beauty of letting go. It 
doesn't have to be considered morbid or 
morose.
 
I hope that despi te the present 
restrictions, we will enjoy this Autumn. I’ll 
leave the final words to Emily Brontë:

Fall, leaves, fall; die, flowers, away; 
Lengthen night and shorten day; 
Every leaf speaks bliss to me  
Fluttering from the autumn tree. 
I shall smile when wreaths of snow  
Blossom where the rose should grow; 
I shall sing when night’s decay 
Ushers in a drearier day.
Graham
____________________________

Please do not forget our zoom 
AGM, tomorrow 21st September 
at 2.00pm
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Discussion Group

We had 8 people attend so split into 2 
groups of 4 to discuss 'The world in 20 
years time'. Both groups discussed 
climate change, housing, city centres and 
work patterns. One group carried onto 
space travel & new technology (robots 
etc). The other group discussed whether 
it was practical to live a simpler life & we 
thought in October we could discuss what 
a simpler life might look like & what if 
anything we would miss. We thought 
we'd risk another outdoor meeting in the 
same place on October 12th & Carole 
has kindly agreed to see if The Swan 
could offer us room for potentially 2 
groups inside over the winter should 
people want to come. Otherwise we'll 
start again outside in the spring after 
October. I really enjoyed myself so 
thanks to everyone & see you in October.
Barbara

Great Lives

Barbara Lindley has kindly offered to 
resur rec t the Great L i fe o f S is i 
(metaphorically speaking) for us on 
Friday, 25th September. I already know 
that Jill is unfortunately going to be away, 
so we will only be 5 of us, at the most. I 
do hope you will be able to attend, in
order to justify Barbara's efforts.
In the event of inclement weather I'll 
advise you of a cancellation on Thursday, 
24th; but, all being well, the venue will be 
my courtyard garden at 6, Town Mills, 
from 2.00pm as usual. Access will be 
through the garage which has hand 
washing and toilet facilities. I can provide 
sanitised tables and chairs, but feel free 
to bring your own cushion as we will be 
sitting on white plastic chairs for a while. 
If you wish to wear a face covering, 
please do so; but they will not be 
obligatory since we should be able to 
preserve social distancing.
George

Nature Trek

Apart from the Natural History Group, 
members in general might be interested 
in the following link. It's another of 
Naturetrek's £50 day trips: 6 places 
available for a guided visit to Berry Head.  
https://www.naturetrek.co.uk/tours/south-
devon-migration-at-berry-head-day-trip#
George

Zoom Quiz

Tomorrow, Monday 21ST September at 
7PM on Zoom.  To join, please contact 
Graham Carey.

Shopping

What have you been doing during 
lockdown....maybe shopping on line? If 
so did your shopping list look anything 
like this one from July 1946?
It was posted (not emailed! )to my uncle 
who was a baker in Hawick, a town in the 
Scottish Borders.  (I was born in 
Hawick… home of cashmere knitwear) 
He used to deliver to the outlying villages.
it certainly bears no resemblance to my 
Sainsbury’s list.  

Keep well.  Anne  
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Answers to Last Week’s quiz - 

MIXED UP BRITISH PRIME 
MINISTERS AND U.S. PRESIDENTS

1.   Then Annoyed = ANTHONY EDEN
2.   Wrong or Bond = GORDON BROWN
3.   Lower Portable = ROBERT 
WALPOLE
4.   An Oral Danger = RONALD 
REAGAN
5.   Well Bandy Saint = STANLEY 
BALDWIN
6.   Clash A Jam Angel = JAMES 
CALLAGHAN
7.   Jam Merit Cry = JIMMY CARTER
8.   Oh Man! Brain Call = ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN
9.   Window Low or so = WOODROW 
WILSON
10. Mad Rascal Monday = RAMSEY 
MACDONALD
11. An Ill Clown, I’m it = WILLIAM 
CLINTON
12. A Hoodlums Sacrilege = SIR ALEX 
DOUGLAS – HOME
13. I’ll Crunch this Now = WINSTON 
CHURCHILL
14. War On, He Gets Going = GEORGE 
WASHINGTON
15. Starman Hurry = HARRY S 
TRUEMAN
16. He Grew Bogus = GEORGE W 
BUSH
17. Now Write High Deeds = DWIGHT D 
EISENHOWER
18. That Great Charmer = MARGARET 
THATCHER
19. Enema in Jailbirds = BENJAMIN 
DISRAELI
20. The Hated = TED HEATH

This week’s Quiz - WHAT DO YOU 
REMEMBER OF 2020 SO FAR?
1.   Which American singer/songwriter 
with hits such as Lucille, The Gambler 
and Islands in the Stream died in March?
2.   Who did Rishi Sunak replace as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer earlier this 
year?

3.   Which tennis player topped the 2020 
Forbes magazine list of highest-paid 
athletes?
4.   In which US city did George Floyd die 
after being subdued by police officers?
5.   What date did the UK go into 
lockdown?
6.   Which Iranian General was killed in a 
US drone strike in January?
7.   On which social media platform did 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle 
announce they were stepping down as 
senior royals?
8.   Which town was Dominic Cummings 
driving to test his eyesight after being 
infected with coronavirus?
9.   An airline crashed in Iran this year - 
where was it flying from?
10. Donald Trump became the third US 
President to be impeached in February - 
Who are the two others?
11. Which film won Best Picture at the 
Oscars?
12. Which private company became the 
first to launch a rocket into space?
13. How many years in prison has sex 
offender Harvey Weinstein been 
sentenced to?
14. EastEnders  celebrated which 
birthday back in February?
15. On February 2, a terrorist related 
attack took place in which area of South 
London?
16. Boris Johnson and Carrie Symonds 
welcomed a new baby son on April 29, 
what is his first name?
17. Between February 8 and 9, a 
powerful storm hit the UK. What was it 
called?
18. Which new bank note entered 
circulation in February and features the 
face of artist JMW Turner?
19. Who became the new Director 
General of the BBC on 1st September? 
20. In what month was the limit for instore 
spending raised from £30 to £45?

Answers Next Week
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An Interesting Fact

The pop group ABBA wore outrageous 
sequined jumpsuits and platform heels at 
the peak of their fame for tax purposes. 
Swedish law meant costumes could be 
deducted against tax so long as they 
were so outrageous and could not 
possibly be worn on the street.

Some Funnies

Today I saw a dwarf climbing down a 
prison wall. I thought to myself that’s a 
little condescending.

Saw a bloke on a tube teaching his dog 
to play the flute. In half an hour he had 
gone from Barking to Tooting.

I went for a job at a firm of contortionists. 
They had a lot of flexible positions.

I changed my iPod's name to Titanic. It's 
syncing now.

Lockdown lingo - are you fully 
conversant with the new terminology?
Coronacoaster
The ups and downs of your mood during 
the pandemic. You’re loving lockdown 
one minute but suddenly weepy with 
anxiety the next. It truly is “an emotional 
coronacoaster”. 

 Coronials
As opposed to millennials, this 
refers to the future generation 
of babies conceived or born 
during coronavirus quarantine. 
They might a lso become 
known as “Generation C” or, 
more spookily, “Children of the 
Quarn”.
Coronadose
An overdose of bad news from 
consuming too much media 
during a time of crisis. Can 
result in a panicdemic.
The elephant in the Zoom
The glaring issue during a 
video conferencing call that 
nobody feels able to mention. 
e .g . one par t ic ipant has 
dramatically put on weight, 
suddenly sprouted terrible 
facial hair or has a worryingly 
messy house visible in the 
background.
Coughin’ dodger

Someone so alarmed by an innocuous 
splutter or throat-clear that they back 
away in terror. 
Mask-ara
Extra make-up applied to "make one's 
eyes pop" before venturing out in public 
wearing a face mask. 
Covidiot
One who ignores public health advice or 
behaves with reckless disregard for the 
safety of others can be said to display 
‘covidiocy’ or be covidiotic.  Also called a 
‘lockclown’.
Antisocial Distancing
Using health precautions as an excuse 
for snubbing neighbours and generally 
ignoring people you find irritating.
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